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Description

· This paper will outline the state-of-the-art in the use of commercial ships to routinely collect biogeochemical and hydrographic data, known collectively as “Ferryboxes”. 

· It will describe recent developments in technology and the application in Ferrybox systems around the world.

· It will consider emerging technologies and those required to improve the effectiveness of such systems such as direct data feed into the “semantic web”.

· Key advantages as well as current limitations will be detailed considering the cost effective of these systems over time and space scales relevant to their operation. 

· Examples will be given practical application of Ferrybox information in evolving marine management systems. 

· The potential for both global/national public outreach and capacity building in developing countries will be considered. 

· Case studies based on existing Ferrybox operations will be presented.
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